Admissions and Potential Admissions 

All patients who are admitted to the In-Patient Units must consent to a property search. This is performed by a minimum of 2 nursing staff and the patient collaboratively wherever possible (see Clinical Practice Searching Hospital In-Patients).

Admissions Under MHA (83) or High Risk Clients Admitted Informally

In the case of an admission from the police station or where police assistance has been sought from a clients home the admitting nurse should ascertain if a search has occurred. 

In the case of patients admitted who are detained under the MHA (83) and where there is a risk that there may be weapons concealed then the senior nurse should be advised. The individual should be asked to hand over the weapon and the clients family friends or professionals who have a rapport with them should be invited to enter into a dialogue with the client to resolve the situation.  The patient should be advised that he is committing a serious criminal offence and that the Trust has a responsibility to ensure safety of staff and other patients.  It is important that the senior nurse and the team acknowledge what immediate risk is evident.

The amount of time that this activity occurs is subject to a Risk assessment as in some cases the client may eventually consent to a search or hand over the weapon voluntarily.

If the client refuses to be searched or refuses to hand over any weapons on their person and if the risk assessment indicates that there needs to be swift resolution then the police need to be contacted and advice sought as to the assistance that they can offer. 

A full risk assessment should occur and staffing levels and observation levels adjusted as a result.

The dialogue with the client should continue in the hope that the situation will be resolved.





Senior clinical staff, the management and if appropriate co-ordinator, consultant and manager on call contacted regarding any actions.











