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Is Harold OK?

Harold is an 82 year old man who has been living at your home for 5 years. He has a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s dementia. He also has a urine catheter. 

Harry does not wear a hearing aid, but over the past week you have noticed that he has been asking you to repeat what you have said, and sometimes seems to mishear you completely. 
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Over the last couple of days he has been eating and drinking much less than usual, and sometimes you have noticed him rubbing his stomach.  
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What are the risk factors for delirium?

· Constipation? (Harold is eating and drinking less and rubbing his stomach)

· Risk of dehydration if the resident is not drinking enough
· Urine catheter – increased risk of infection

· Alzheimer’s – people with dementia are 5 times more likely to be acutely confused.

· Sensory impairment – He may have a problem with hearing - Does Harold need to have his ear syringed or be assessed for a hearing aid?
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